
Frankincense essential oil has a very persistent resinous profile. It is warm, woody and balsamic 
with a lemony facet and hints of black pepper.  The resinous heart notes are joined by an encaustic 
and detergent side. The base is more resinous and turpentiny but also slightly aromatic.
Used since the first perfumes, frankincense develops in the heart of oriental accords to enhance 
the woody notes. It adds a fresh facet to the balsamic notes.

The best of Nature, from plant to product

PROFILE: Balsamic, resinous, turpentiny, spicy, woody.

THE FRAGRANCE

Anti-inflammatory
Regenerating

PROPERTIES IN AROMATHERAPY*

Established since 1991 in Almaden de la Plata, north of Seville in Spain, we have 
developed a strong expertise in distillation thanks to our experience in processing, the 

know-how of our technicians and our dedicated distillation units.

MASTERING PRODUCTION

Anti-inflammatory

Sedative
Calming

A FairWild certification! FairWild is a standard that establishes guidelines to ensure that local wildlife 
is protected from overexploitation and that local collectors benefit from good working conditions. 

The collectors come from local communities in the Karkar region of Somalia, that generally 
own the land where the frankincense trees (Boswellia carterii) are located. They are trained in 

good harvesting practices and post harvest measures, and adapted harvesting equipment 
is provided to them.

The durability of the resource is ensured by the annual evaluation of the frequency of 
tapping, the number of splits and the rotation of the tree. No pesticides are used on the 

trees, the gum is certified organic.

We have multi-year contract on volumes, prices, quality of the frankincense gum.

PRESERVING WILDLIFE AND PEOPLE

COMPLIANCE & TRACEABILITY
The collection areas are located in Puntland, specifically in the Karkar region. The 
gums are collected by people from identified communities who usually own the 
land. Our local partner works directly with its registered collectors within these 
communities and strictly avoids any possible intermediary in the buying and selling 
process.
We implement harvest to export control plans, to ensure legality of wild at-risk raw 
material.

B o s w e l l i a  c a r t e r i iFrankincense Somalia
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HARVEST AND PRODUCTION

SHORT STORY ABOUT FRANKINCENSE
Frankincense fumigations perfume, honor and purify at the same time. The Bible mentions it several times, it 
was one of the components of the perfume burnt in Salomon’s Temple as prescribed by God to Moses. It was 
also one of the present brought by the Three Wise Men to the new-born Jesus.

The Boswellia carterii is a bushy small tree with compound 
leaves. Ducts under its bark produce a gum-resin that is 
naturally discharged under warm conditions.

In Somalia, tapping takes place during the dry season, the 
trees’ vegetative period, when they no longer have leaves. 
Once the tree has been cut, the collectors allow the tree to 
exude its resin for 10 to 15 days, and come to harvest it two 
to three weeks later. The trees are then re-cut for further 
exudation. Once harvested, the gums are manually sorted 
by size and color and left to dry for 12 weeks.

Once dried, the gum travels to our facilities in Spain to be 
distilled into essential oil.

Harvest

15.4 kg
of frankincense 

gum

Hydrodistillation
η = 6.5 %

1 kg
of essential oil

REGULATORY DATATECHNICAL DATA

Resource Wild

Plant part Gum

Process Hydrodistillation

Appearance Pale to very clear yellow liquid

Main constituents Alpha-pinene, alpha-thuyene,
limonene

Active
constituents

Alpha-pinene, alpha-thuyene, 
limonene, myrcene, beta-
caryophyllene

Characteristic
notes tenacity

3 hours

Note Heart

CAS TSCA 8016-36-2

CAS EINECS 89957-98-2

EINECS 289-620-2

FEMA 2816

FDA 172.510

CoE 93n

INCI Boswellia carterii gum oil

* The aromatherapy properties in this document : (1) are excerpted from reference books, scientific articles, or specialized websites ; (2) are provided to cus-
tomer for its information and internal use only ; (3) are provided without warranty of any kind, including, without limitation, any implied warranty of accuracy, 
merchantability, fitness for particular purpose or non-infringement of third party intellectual property rights.
In no event shall Givaudan and Albert Vieille be liable to customer or any third party for any losses, indemnities or damages of any kind (including, without limi-
tation, any and all direct, special, indirect, incidental, or consequential damages or lost profits or revenues) that may arise out of, or in connection with, the use 
of the Data by customer. Customer is solely responsible for assessing the accuracy and reliability of the Data for its own purposes (including, without limitation, 
customer’s end-use applications), and assumes all risks and liabilities arising out of or in connection with the use of the Data.
Claims on a finished product remain the responsibility of the company making the finished product available on the market.
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